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RAIL  EMBARGO-— AND  AGRICULTURE 

Dur  latest  word  is  that  the  rail-freight  embargo  effective  Dec.  6-31  has 
little  direct  effect  on  agriculture  as  an  industry. 

The  railroads  are  still  carrying  all  .food  and  feed  for  humans,  and  lin- 
stock, and  poultry.    With  the  exception  of  fertilizer,  the  railroads  also  are 
operating  without . restriction  in  moving  articles  needed  to.  produce  and  protect 
food.     That  is,  there  are  no  restrictions  on  items  such  as  insecticides, 
fungicides,  containers,  and  Ice.    For  fertilizer  and  fertilizer  material,  permits 
are  required 


RESEARCH  AND  MARKETING  COMMIT 


MEETS 


Here  in  Washington  this  week,  Secretary  Anderson  and  other  Department 
officials  got  together  for  the  first  time  with  the  recently -appointed  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  of  19^6.     This  Act, 
you  recall,  is  the  much -talked -about  one  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  11 -man  committee  of  prominent  agriculturists  and  research  men  roneurred 
in  the  Secretary's  designation  of  E.A.  Meyer,  chief  of  ?MArs  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Branch,  to  take  charge  of  developing  plans  and  programs.,  during  the 
preliminary  intensive  development  period.    Meyer  spent  20  years  with  a  food 
processing  company,  and  was  with  WPB  and  War  Food  during  the  war. 


Meyer's  Job  is  help  set  up  various  committees  to  work  on  "various- phases 
of  the  new  program. 

(continued  on  p$ge  2.) 
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Research  and  marketing  committee  meets  (continued  from  page  1.) 

On  the  question  of  possible  changes  in  USDA  organization  to  carry  out  this 
new,  "big  program,  the  Secretary  and  the  committee  concurred  that  he  should  see 
what  oould  be  done  under  the  present  organization.    And  when  the  Committee  meets 
again  in  February,  consideration  will  be  given  to  whether  USDA  needs  a  separate 
marketing  and  utilization  administration. 

The  Act  authorized  funds,  starting  with  $9,500,000  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  and  increasing  to  $61,000,000  in  1950-    But  no  money  has  been  appropriated 
as  yet . 

FAQ  COMMISSION  PROGRESS 

i       •  -  f 

This  week,  further  news  came  out  of 'the  FA0  preparatory  commission  in  session 
here  1  the 'last  six  weeks  on  a  proposed  world  -food  plan  to  deal  with  surpluses 
and  deficits. 

As  we'  told  you  last  week,  the  U    S.  and  British  delegations  made  statements 
saying  they  preferred  to  handle  price  stabilization  through  commodity  agreements , 
eventually  under  the  proposed  International  Trade  Organization,  rather  than 
through  Sir  John  Boyd-Orr's  proposed  World  Food  Board.  ...The  Food  Board  would 
be  a  kind  of  international  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  internationally 
managed  and  financed;  on  the  ether  hand,  commodity  agreements  would  require  each 
nation  to  hold  and  finance  it's  own  reserve  stocks,  but  within  a  coordinated 
scheme,  which  could  provide'  for  relief  stocks. 

J,   This  week,  S.  M.  Bruce,  chairman  of  FAO's  preparatory  commission  here  on 
wor^d  food  plans,  said  that  Sir  John's  World  Food  Board  offered  one  promising 
way  to  stabilize  prices,  but  that  getting  3bhe  Job  done  is  more  important 
than  how  it  is  done 

Bruce  said  that  although  he  expects  the  Commission  will  agree  with  the 
separate  (but  coordinated)  commodity  agreement  approach,  the  FA0  Preparatory 
Commission  still  has  important  work  to  do.,  .He-  said  that  the  IT0  Preparatory 
Committee,  meeting  recently  in  London,  dealt  with  such  constitutional  questions 
as  membership  and  voting  rights  in  setting  up  commodity  agreements.     The  FAO 
Commission.,  .on  the  other  hand,  must  deal  with  the  contents  of  agreements  on 
cotton,  wheat,  and  so,  on. 

Another  committee  of  the  FAO  Commission  here  in  Washington  is  considering 
ways  to  increase  agricultural  production  and  consumption,  especially  in 
undeveloped  countries.  .  The  Commission  will  have  to  consider  suggestions  as 
to  how  commodity  agreements  can  contribute  to  these  things... and  what  else  may 
need  to  be  done  in  this  special  line  of  FAO's  work. 


CHANGES  IN  WORLD  FOOD  SITUATION 

World  food  prospects  got  slightly  worse  in  November. 

(continued  on  page  3-) 
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Changes  in  World  Food  Situation  (continued  from  page  2  ) 

In  a  report  Dec.  6,  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  said  that 
transportation  difficulties ...  especially  shipping  strikes  and  shortage  of  trans- 
portation facilities  in  North  America. . .hayel  delayed  the  movement  of  food  crops  .' 
from  surplus  to  deficit  areas.    Also;  the  coal  strike  now  threatens  further 
delays.    As  a  result,  the  food  supplies  in  some  importing  countries  are  low. 
and  the  exporting  countries  face  still  greater  difficulties  in  fulfilling  the  con- 
templated exports  of  food  products  during  '46-47- 

Although  the  European  food  situation  generally  has  not  changed  much  in 
the  past  month,  the  outlook  for  the  rest  of  '46-47  is  precarious  in  those 
countries  that  depend  heavily  on  imports.     The  failure  to  get  expected  imports  of 
grain  in  the  first  part  of  the  season  has  caused  a  heavy  drain  on  local  supplies. 
Unless  the  curtailment  of  imports  can  "be  made  good  in  the  coming  months,  present 
consumption  levels  in  many  countries  can  not  he  maintained. 

In  Britain,  bread  rationing  was  not  discontinued  in  the  fall  months  as 
originally  planned,  and  current  wheat  stocks  are  at  an  abnormally  low  level 
because  of  reduced  home. wheat  harvest,  disappointing  rate  of  shipments  from 
America    and  the  need  to  divert  as  much  wheat  as  possible  to  the  British  zone  in 
Germany . 

(See  enclosure  of  Nov.  29  on  U.  S.  grain  situation  and  actions,  end  FSC 
statue . ) 


DEADLINE  FOR  CROP  LOANS 

USD/,  reminds  farmers  that  Dec.  31  ('46)  is  the  closing  date  for  Government 
loans  on  wheat    oats,  and  barley.     County  agricultural  conservation  committees  can 
furnish  the  facts,  about  storage  requirements-,  either  on  farms  or  in  approved 
warehouses ...  also  on  crop  loan  rates. 

Nationally,  loan  rates  for  '46  average  about  $1.4°  a  bu.  for  wheat  on  a 
farm  loan  basis,   .and    53$  for  oats.    Fates  on  barley  vary  from  78$  to  $1. 
by  specified  counties  and  States. 

Wheat  produced  in  '46  which  grades  U    S.  No    3  or  better... or  wheat  which 
grades  U.  S.  No.  4  or  No.  5  because  of  test  weight  only... is  eligible  for  loan. 


ATTENTION  EFD'S  IN  NORTHEAST 

Will  you  help  us  warn  all  truckers  hauling  Christmas  trees  and  evergreens 
boughs  out  of  the  gypsy  moth  areas  in  New  England,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania 
to  get  their  loads  inspected  before  they  leave  .the  loading  areas  !  With  the 
rail  embargo  on,  a  lot  of  "new"  truckers  will  be.  hauling  trees. men  who  don't 
know  the  inspection  regulations      If  they  leave  the  loading  areas  without 
inspection,  they'll  likely  be  picked  up  by  road  patrols  who  will  require  them 
to  back-track  to  the  inspection  stations. 

(continued  on  page  4  ) 


Attention  RFD's  in  Northeast  (continued  from  page  3 . ) 


The  chief  areas  from  which  trees  are  "being  trucked  are  Ludlow  and  Chester , 
7"  erment . 

Truckers  hauling  from  other  points  in  the  gypsy  moth  zones  can  find  out  the 
location  of  other  inspection  centers  from  the  district  supervisors  of.  the  Bureau 
of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  in  the  various  States .     These  supervisors 
keep  pos toff  ices  informed  of  their  whereabouts.     Or  they  can  contact  H .  N.  Bartle^ 
District  Superintendent,  Ikh  Moody  St..-  Waltham.  Mass... phone  VALTEAM  2188. 

The  purpose  of  all  of  this,  of  course,  is  to  help  prevent  spread  of  the 
destructive  gypsy  moth  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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GARDEN  CONFERENCE  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Around  250-300  delegates  attended  the  National  Garden  Conference  here  in 
Washington  this  week  (5th  and  6th). 

Following  a  round  of  talks  on  the  food  situation,  and  importance  of 
gardening,  by  Secreatry  Anderson.  Secretary  of  Commerce  Harriman,  and  others.... 
the... and  general  discussion. .. 2  conference  committees  came  out  with  recommenda- 
tions, (continued  on  page  5« ) 


Garden  Conference  Recommendations  ( continued  from  page  h . ) 

A  committee  on  plans  for  '47  advocated  home  gardening  as  a  "preparadenessr 
measure  for  war  and  other  emergencies.    And  it  suggested  that  home  gardens  and 
canning  are  good  for  commercial  producers  to  keep  their  standards  high.  It 
cited  a  USDA  survey  shoving  that  urban  home  gardeners  actually  "bought  more- 
vegetables  than  non-gardeners.     (The  foregoing  was  in  light  of  criticisms  at 
times  that  home  gardening  reduces  the  markets  of  commercial  producers.)  This 
committee  then  recommended  the  week  of  Feb.  2-8  as  Natl.  Garden  Planning  Week, 
and  June  9-1^  as  Natl.  Home  Food  P.eservation  Week.     It  also  recommended  that 
the  19^7  Natl.  Garden  Conference  be  held  Nov.  2-8.     The  committee  also  recommend 
that  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education  encourage  garden  courses  in  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  throughout  the  country  in  '^-7,  and  subsequent  years. 

The  second  committee-.,  on  long  range  plans     .advocated  a  resolution  to  the 
President,  asking  for  a  permanent  advisory  commission  and  a  permanent  staff  to 
aid  in  planning  and  improvement  of  the  home,  its  grounds,  and  its  community. 

LAUD  BOOM  TRENDS  (?)   (Release  Saturday  a.m.  Dec.  Ik) 

In  the  quarterly  report,  "Current  Developments  in  the  Farm  Real  Estate 
Market,"  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  this  to  say  about  the 
current  boom  in  the  real  estate  market: 

"Probably  the  major  influences  that  have  tended  to  curb  the  strong  inflat- 
ionary pressures  and  prevent  more  rapid  increases  in  land  prices  have  stemmed 
from  an  attitude  of  caution  on  the  part  of  many  persons  who  are  aware  of  the 
possibilities  of  less  favorable  price  relationships  for  farmers  in  the  near 
future.     Production  costs  are  likely  to  remain  high  for  some  time  after  prices 
received  by  farmers  have  fallen  substantially  below  the  high  current  levels 
with  a  prospective  adverse  effect  on  net  returns.     The  recent  break  in  corn, 
cotton,  and  tobacco  prices  had  apparently  introduced  an  element  of  caution 
among  some  potential  buyers  of  farms.     There  have  been  indications  of  a  falling 
off  in  interest  at  aueticn  sales  of  farms  in  several  Southern  States.  Increased 
buyer  resistance  to  the  currently  inflated  land  prices  in  parts  of  the  Corn 
Belt  also  has  been  reported. 

"Unless  further  general  inflationary  pressures  develop,  these  attitudes 
of  caution  and  hesitancy  regarding  land  purchases  may  be  among  the  first 
indications  that  the  peak  of  the  current  land  boom  is  near.    /  general  realiza- 
tion that  the  market  is  at,  or  near,  the  peak  may  bring  forth  an  increased 
number  of  prospective  sellers  with  hopes  of  selling  before  the  peak  has  been 
passed. " 


NOTE:     PLEASE  OBSERVE  REIEASE  DATE . 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
New  RED  Officers 

As  we  acknowledge  the  job  well  done  by  the  outgoing  officers  of  the 
National  Association  of  Radio  Earm  Directors  for  19^6  (Pres.  Herb  Plambeck, 
Vice  Pres.  Bill  Moshier,  and  Sec.-Tres.  Layne  Beaty)  we  extend  our  very  lest 
wishes  to  the  new  president,  Layne  Beaty,  Vice-Pres.   "Chuck"  Worcester,  and 
Sec.-Tres.  Homer  Martz,  who  will  lead  the  organization  during  the  coming  year 
The  new  officers  were  elected  at  the  EED's  annual  convention  in  Chicago  last 
week . 


Chi  cagope-rat  i  6ns 

Joe  Tonkin  got  hack  this  morning  from  the  RED  meetings  and  h-E  Club 
Congress  in  Chicago.    Ken  Gapen  returns  to  the  Washington  fold  Monday.  Joe- 
reports  that  Bill  Zipf's  Radio  Committee  (Zipf,  C.  W.  Jackson,  Betsy  Pitt, 
Tonkin)  were  instrumental  in  transcribing  over  50  interviews  with  k-E  hoys 
and  girls  for  RED's  and  individual  stations. 

Ken  will  have  his  own  comments  on  the  RED  meeting  in  the  next  letter, 
hut  we  can't  help  mentioning  that  Jake  (Maine  Potato  on  a  Flat  Car)  Broffee 
gave  a  big  Maine  APPLE  to  each  RED  at  the  meeting.    We  wonder,  is  this  a  con- 
cession to  New  York,  Ohio,  or  Idaho,  or  a  deliherate  attempt  to  incite  Bill 
Moshier  and  the  hoys  from  the  state  of  Washington. 


Reuben  Brigham  Dies 

Reuhen  Brigham,  59,  Assistant  Director  of  Extension  Work,  died  December  6 
at  Chicago,  where  he  had  planned  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  County  Agents.    Mr.  Brigham  was  a  native  of  Mass- 
achusetts, a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Maryland.     He  entered  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  191?  as  chief  of  the  Office  of  Visual  Instruction  and  Ed 
itorial  Work.     It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the  Extension  Service  Review  was 
started  in  1930  and  the  Extension  contributions  to  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour  broadcasts  were  developed  .   He  was  one  of  the  early  presidents  of  the 
American  Association  of  Agricultural  Editors,  and  in  recent  years  had  devoted 
a  large  part  of  his  time  to  developing  an  extension  program  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  rural  young  men  and  women. 
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Kenneth  M.  Gapen 


DODD  ON  U.  S.  FARMERS!         We're  enclosing  a  copy  ef  Undersecretary  Dead's  talk 
FUTURE  IN  EUROPEAN  MARKETS  this  week  to  the  Farm  Bureau  in  San  Francisco  on 

happenings  and  prospects,  in  Europe  as  they  affect  the 
Pjaerican  Farmer.    You'll  probatily  want  to  read  the 
whole  piece... with  its  account  of  Dcdd's  recent  trip  to  Europe.     We ' 11  call  your 
attention  to  2  or  3  points:     emergency  food  needs  in  Europe  this  year  and  next 
(p. 8) . . .reasons  why  Britain  and  other  countries  may  not  "buy  as  much  food  from  us 
in  future  years  as  their  need  would  seem  to  indicate  (p. 9) • . .American  farmers' 
ability  to  compete  for  foreign  markets  (p. 10)...  and  factors  driving  Europe  to 
self-sufficiency  (p. 12). 
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PECGRESS  REPOET  ON 
WORLD  FOOD  PLANS 


This  week  brought 
no  announcements 
from  the  F/.O  prep- 
aratory c  caaini  s  s  i  oi 
re  in 


on  a  world  food  plan... in  session  he 
Washington,    But  Committee  II  reports 
closer  understanding  on  certain  points 
such  as  buffer  stocks,  "bulk  purchases 
(buying  part  of  all  of  nation's  needs  from 
given  country),  long -torn  contracts  (agree 
over  period-  of  years,  tc  buy  .  certain  Quan- 
tities, within  certain  price  ranger:  ,  such 
as  British  long-term  wheat  contract  with 
Canada- )     Committee  I  is  making  progress 
toward  closer  consultation  and  ccllabora-' 
tion  among  nations  on  agricultural  and 
nutrition  programs . 

Meanwhile,  we  hear  from  the  Interna- 
tional Wheat  Council  that  i  t  is  making 
enough  progress  in  understanding  among 
the  various  major  wheat-growing  end  con- 
suming countries  that  the  mid-winter  meet- 
ing (about  middle  of  January)  will  con- 
sider possibility  of  a  conference  to  try 
(continued  on  page  2.) 
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FARM  MACHINERY  OUTPUT  With  the-  coal  strike  over,  farm  equipment  factories 

CONTINUES  AT  HIGH  LEVEL        are  going  nearly  full  blast  to  catch  up  on  their  tig 

backlog  of  orders.    Meanwhile,  the  latest  figures 
available  from  CPA  show  that  in  dollar  volume,  October 
(latest  month  available)  set  an  all-time  high  in  U.  S.  farm  machinery  produc- 
tion.    And  the  machinery  men  say  that  the  dollar  volume  is  pretty  well  in  line 
with  unit  volume .  ♦ 

Latest  3  months  for  which  CPA  figures  available  shew: 

October  $68.7  million 

September   63.3  "  " 

.August   66.8  " 

Tractors  are  the  No.l  item  on  dealers'  order  lists.     In  August,  a  total 
of  28,420  tractors  were  manufactured. . .with  this  figure  fairly  representative. 

Repair  part  production  is  dropping  somewhat .. .although  still  unusually 
large.     Production  for  Oct.  was  $1>.5  million. . .Sept .  $17.1  mill i en. . .and  Aug. 
$16.1  million. 

-0O0- 


ANLERSON  PROPOSES  CHECK       At  the  public  hearing  here  this  week  on  cotton  futures 
ON  COTTON  SPECULATION  trading.  Secretary  Anderson  offered  a  proposal  to 

curb  excessive  speculation.    He  proposed  reducing  the 
permissible  amount  of  speculative  transactions  in 
cotton  futures  by  large  traders  to  30, 000  bales  on  one  market,  instead  of  100,000 
to  200,000  bales,  or  more . . .which  has  been  possible  in  the  past. 

The  hearing  and  proposal  grew  out  of  the  sharp  break  in  cotton  prices 
which  occurred  nearly  2  months  ago.    Following  a  check-up  by  Commodity  Exchange 
Authority  in  PMA,  Anderson  declared  that  excessive  speculation  by  large  traders 
played  an  important  part  in  the  break.     USDA  officials  testified  that  during 
the  October  price -break,  2  large  cotton  traders  with  speculative  holdings  much 
greater  than  30,000  bales  were  forced  into  heavy  liquidation. . .and  brought  on 
a  panic  in  the  markets  which  lasted  nearly  2  weeks. 

The  exchanges  and  others  have  until  Jan.  10  to  present  additional 
arguments  on  the  Secretary's  proposal, 

•    ■  -oOc- 

( Continued  from  page  1.)  Progress  Report  on  World  Food  Plans 

to  work  out  a  wheat  agreement .     (The  draft  memorandum  on  wheat  agreement  of  19^1-^2 
has  been  in  some  respects  a  model  for  the  commodity  agreement  approach  to  world 
food  plan  under  discussion  by  the  FA0  preparatory  commission  now  in  session  here.) 


INSECTICIDE -FUNGICIDE  '       -Supplies  of  some  of  the  major  insecticides  and  fungi  - 
OUTLOOK  FOR  NEXT  YEAB  cides  are  improving,  hut  some  will  still  he  short  next 

■  -  year.    Here  are  the  'h'f  prospects  for  some  of  the  major 
items... as  furnished  "by  USDA 1  s  Production  and  Marketing 

/ ■  dmini s t rat i on : 

Pyre thrum  Should  he  plentiful  supply.     Increasingly  large  imports,  mainly  from 

Africa.     (Popular  insecticide  "because  is  ncn-poisonous  to  man  hut 
effective  against  certain  fruit  and- vegetable  insects.) 

Rotenone  -Some  shortage .. .hut  more  in  'k7  than  -k6.     (Made  from  plant  root  im- 
ported largely  from  South  America. .. also  from  Dutch  East  Indies. 
Valuable  household  and  agricultural  insecticide,  toxic  to.  insects... 
non- toxic  to  man.    Has  double  advantage  of  being  both  contact  and 
..  .  .  stomach  poison,  when  used  upon  insects.) 


Nicotine  Looks  like  short  supply  will  continue .. .with  not  enough  being  produced 

to  supply  both  domestic  and  export  needs.     (Used  mostly  to  control 
plant  lice. ) 

DDT  While  not  plentiful,  DDT  is  becoming  increasingly  available.,  .and 

farmers  will  be  able  to  get  substantial  amounts.  .". (Being  Used  more 
and  more  to  replace  certain  arsenicals  which  are  in  short  supply.. 
Is  increasingly  popular  with  potato  growers.     Still  has  many  un- 
knowns in  long-range  effects,  and  USDA  still  has  not  given  blanket 
approval  for  all  farm  control  work.) 

Arsenicals --Generally,  in  short" -supply.     Tight  situation  in. lead  arsenate.  Cal- 
cium arsenate  a  little  better  than  in.  'h6i     (Arsenicals  backbone  of 
insecticides.) 

Fumigants  Adequate  supply .. .with  possible  exception  of  paradichlorobenzene . 

Enough  cryolite. 

Fungicides --Expect  plenty  of  copper  sulphate.     Sulphur  will  be  adequate. 

-0O0-. 

FARM  REAL  ESTATE  REPORT       Last  week,  we  quoted  conclusions  from  the  forth  - 
SAYS  MARKET  NEAR  PEAK  coming  report  from  Bureau  of .Agricultural  Economics 

on  "Current ' Developments  in  the  Farm  Real  Estate 
Market."    This  week,  we're  enclosing  the  report 
itself,  along  with  a  background  statement. 

You  probably  noted  Secretary  Anderson's  warning. . .in  the  light  of 
this  report ...  that  land  values  rose  another  lh)j  during  the  last  year. . .and 
now  stand  within  11$  of  the  1920 • inflationary  peak.     He  said  these  facts  . 
should  serve  as  a  warning  to  prospective  buyers  of  farm  land. 
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FREIGHT  RATE  INCREASE  The  increase  in  rail  freight  rates  recently  au- 

15$  ON  FARM  PRODUCTS  thorized  (Dec.  6)  by  the  ICC  will  he  15$  greater 

for  nearly  all  farm  products . . . and  an  average  of 
about  17,6$  for  all  freight.     The  increases  are 

effective  January  1,  19^7. 

In  their  original  petition,  the  railroads  called  for  a  straight  25$ 
increase  on  all  freight,  with  several  exemptions  allowed  for  industrial  products 
and  cotton,  and  fruits  and  vegetables.    USDA  presented  evidence  at  the  ICC 
hearings,  showing  that  shippers  of  agricultural  products  already  were  paying 
more  for  volume  shipped  than  shippers  of  other  general'  cargo  classifications,  k 
a  result,  the  increase  in  freight  rates  for  most  agricultural  products  was  set 
at  only  15$,  compared  with  about  20$  for  most  other  freight  rates. 

For  cotton  wool ,  and  citrus  and  many  other  non-processed  fruits  and 

vegetables ,  however,  the  increase  is  20$. . .hut  with  a  top  limit  of  100  a  hundred 

for  cotton. . .13^  for  citrus  and  other  non-processed  fruits  and  vegetables ...  and 

200  for  wool      Costs  of  such  services  as  heating  and  icing  will  increase  15$. 

-0O0- 

USDA  TO  STUDY  TRUCKING         USDA's  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  is 
OF  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS      getting  set  to  make  studies  of  movement  of  food 

products  by  truck ,.. comparable  with  studies  of  rail 

movement . 

Heading  the  studies  will  be  Dewey  C.  Wayne,  a  specialist  in  transpor- 
tation who  has  just  joined  the.  staff  of  PMA.'s  Marketing  Facilities  Branch. 
Wayne  was  Chief  of  Transportation  Branch'  of  OPf.  until  his  appointment  to  USDA. 
Previously,  he  was  receiver  for  the  Louisiana  Southern  Railroad,  and  general 
manager  of  a  Mexican  Airline  at  Mexico  City. 
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EGG-POULTRY  REPORTS  Wholesale  market  reports  on  eggs  and  live  poultry 

FOR  CINCINNATI  AREA  are  now  available  at  the  new  Cincinnati  office  of 

PMA.'s  Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News  Service.  The 
first  report  was  released  Monday,  Dec.  9- 

These  reports,  issued  daily,  are  prepared  cooperatively  by  USDA  and 
the  State  of  Ohio.     Lowell  C.  Gif fin, ' heads  the  off ice... at  Room  504,  U.  S. 
Post  Office  and  Custom  House,  Cincinnati. 

-0O0- 

FAT  SALVAGE  CONTINUES--  With  fats  and  oils  still  short,  the  Government  end 
PRICES  NEARLY  DOUBLE  industry  are  still  bearing  down  on  fat  salvage.  In 

most  sections  of  the  country,  prices  to  home-makers 
.  are  about  twice  what  they  were  before  controls 
were  taken  off. .  with  prices  in  some  places  running  10-120  a  pound.  Farmers 
who  do  home  slaughtering  are  urged  to  save  and  sell  the  waste  fat  from  the 
animals  they  slaughter. 
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U.S.  DELEGATES  DUE  BACK       UNESCO*  wound  up  its  first  general  session  in  Paris, 
FECM  PARIS  UNESCO  MEET    /  Dec.  10... with  a  definite  program  for  the  organ! za- 

tion's  first  year  of  activities.    The  next  plenary 
;  session  is  to  he  in  Mexico  City  in  19^7-    Dr.  Julian 

Huxley,  distinguised  British 'scientist,,  was  elected  director  general. 

Among  the  official  U.  S.  delegation' -were  Dr.  George  D.  Stoddard,  presi- 
dent of  U.  of  Illinois, . .and  President  Milton  Eisenhower  of  Kansas  State.  An 
.effort  is  "being  made  to  have  these  representatives  in  Chi  cage  for  the  land-Grant 
College  meeting,  Dec.  16-18. 

*Uni ted. Nations  Educational,  Scientific,  Cultural  Organization. 

•  ;..  .  '  -0O0- 

LAND- GRANT  SESSION,   *  Just  a  reminder  that  a  lot  of  the  top -flight  agricul- 

CHICAGO  DEC.  16-16  :    turists  of  the  country  will  he  in  Chicago  Dec.  16-18 

for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Land-Grant  College  Assoc- 
iation.   PFD's'  in  every  State  may  want  to:  he  on  the 

look-out  for  State  Extension  and  Experiment  Station  people  when  they  return  from 

the  Chicago  conference. 

-0O0-  ■  •  • 

PvEA  MEN  OF  9  STATES  Managers  end  directors  of  80  PEA -financed  rural 'elec - 

MEET  IN  WASHINGTON  trie  co-ops  are  leaving  for  home  after  a  "week's 

session  at  USDA  here  in  Washington.     They're  from 
Wise . ,  la.  ,  '.  11. ,  Mo. ,  Ark.  .  Ckla . ,:  La.  ,  Texas,  and 
N.  Mex.     The  session  emphasized  rural  power  line  construction -prohiems,  long- 
range  planning  for  area  coverage,  efficient  use  of  electricity  "by  rural  people, 
and  strengthening  local  ownership  and  control  of  SEA -financed  power  systems. 

"•  ■  -  .  .     '  "  '  "  "  -0O0-  -  .  .  : 

PEA -EXTENSION  WORKER  PEA  has  appointed  E.  S.  Pringle  as  specialist  in  rural 

TO  HELP  ON  EDUCATION  electrification  to  work  with  PEA  end  Extension  in 

cooperative  Federal-State  educational  programs  on  use 
of  electricity,  wiring,  water  supply  systems,,  plumbing, 
and  household  and  farm  equipment.     Pringle  spent  several  years  as  extension 
specialist  in  rural  electrification  in  New  York,  and  since  19^2  has  "been  with  WPB 
and  CPA. 

-0O0- 

PLEDGE  ON  CONSERVATION'        Here  in  Washington  last  Saturday,  Interior  Secretary 
ENDORSED  FOE  k.-E  CLUBS         Krug  presented  an  award  to  the  winner  of  a  contest 

sponsored  "by  a  magazine  for  the  "best  national  pledge 
on  conservation.    Extension  is  calling  it  to  the 
attention  of  k-E  club's  with  the  idea  that  they  adopt  it.     The  pledge  is: 

"I  give  my  pledge  as  an  American  to  save  and  faithfully  to  defend  from 
waste  the  natural  resources  of  my  country,  its  soils  e_nd  minerals,  its 
forests ,  waters ,  and  wild  life . " 
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RADIO  HIGHLIGHTS  •  As  some  of  the  brethren  know,  I  spent  a  busy  and 

FROM  CHICAGO  ■  -eventful  week  at  Chi  ergo.     There  were  the  NAKED  annual 

meeting,  25th  National  4-H  -  Club  Congress  ,  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Ass'n,  of  County  Agents,  Home 

Agents  annual  National  Meeting,  International  Livestock  Show  and  other  groups  to 

meet  with  and  contacts  to  make. 

The  RFD  meeting  (in  case  you  couldn**t  attend)  was  a  honey.  The  clinic 
session  on  the  second  day  was  practical  and  earthy.  Discussions  on  problems  and 
projects  in  farm  broadcasting"  were  helpful  to  old  timers  as  well  as  to  new  RFD' s. 

Encouraging  was  the  evidence  that  Farm  Directors  are  not  forgetting  that 
success  depends  largely  on  the  service  rendered  farm  people.    Also,  the  evidence 
that  considerable  thought  is  being  given  to  the  quality  and  type  of  advertising 
used  on  sponsored  and  participating  farm  programs.     Then^  too,  it's  apparent 
that  EFD's  generally  are  following  the  national  events  and  trends  in  agriculture 
and  studying  their  local  applications. 

More  farm  directors  are  beginning  to  think  about  night  programs  for 
rural  people.     Some  are  thinking  about  forums  or  discussions      Others,  the 
documentary  type.    And  still  others  think  there  is  a  place  for  the  strictly 
service  type  of  talk  program.     Concensus  was  that  night  programs  might  take  more- 
production  and  ether  effort  than  daytime  service*     Some  are  already  doing  night 
programs,  of  course. 

Quite  a  few  of  the  brethren  believe  that  markets  offer  a  great  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  rural  people.    And  that  finding  out  exactly  what  the  audience 
needs  and-wasts  in. markets  is  the  first  step  ..than  selecting  market  news  on  that 
basis.  *  ' 

Those  at-rending  agreed  to  write  me  a  letter  commenting  on  the  USDA  RFD 
Newsletter  and  its  contents.     I  explained  I  only  wanted  some  hardt oiled  and 
analytical  comments  that  would  help  Dana  Reynolds  and  me  to  serve  you  more 
effectively.    But  if  it's  taking  them  as  long  as  it  is  me,  to  catch  up  on  office 
work  after  getting  back,  then  it'll  be  a  month  before  I  get  even  one  letter. 
But  I'm  looking  for  them.     Needless  to  say,  I  got  some  helpful  ideas  at  the 
meeting. 

All  in  all,  this  ±$>k6  annual  meeting  indicates  that  the  NARFD  is  a 
growing  and  soundly -founded  organization.     1  hope  to  attend  many  more  such  sessions 

The  National  Ass'n.  of  County  Agents  were  mere  then  interested  in  the 
cooperative  program  of  USDA  for  holding  radio  clinics.     Some  15  to  20  attending 
had  been  in  schools  held  by  Joe  Tonkin  or  yours  truly.     They  have  a  strong 
feeling  that  farm  directors  are  doing  agriculture  q  lot  of  good  and  that  they 
believe  radio  offers  them  a  great  opportunity  to  do  their  job. 

Betsy  Pitt  represented  the  Radio  Service  at  the  same  kind  of  meeting 
held  by  the  Home  Demonstration  /.gents  .     Same  reactions . 

'  .  The  Club  Congress  offered  farm  directors  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  make 
some  wire  and  platter  recordings.    And  did  they  make  use  of  that  opportunity.  A 
lot  of  netowrk  shows  used  club  youngsters,  too.     This  year's  Congress  had  1330 
members  and  leaders .     It  was  a  great  affair 

Ken 
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YUGOSLAV  FRUIT  MAN 
VISITING  IN  EAST 


■  oOo- 


A  fruit  specialist  from  Yugoslavia  is  now  visiting 
around  in  this  country.     He  speaks  good  English.  He's 
especially  interested  in  various  fruits,  vine  making, 
walnut  culture,  etc.    His  name:    lichmedolya  Fazlagic. 


Eis  schedule  includes: 

Dec.  16-21  Fla.  Agrl.  Expt.  Stat .,■  Gainesville .Director  Harold  Mowry. 

Dec.  23-26  Ala.  Agrl.  Expt.  Sta..  Auburn. . .Director  M.  J.  Funchess. 

Dec.  27-28  Ga.  Agrl .  Expt. .  Sta .  ,  Griffin. . .Director  H.  P.  Stuckey. 

Dec.  30-Jan.  4-S.C.  Agrl.  Exp.  Sta.,  Clems on. . .Director  H. .  P.  Cooper. 

Jan.  6-11  Term.  Agrl.  Exp.  Sta.,  Ehoxville . .  .Act .  Director  J..E.  McLeod. 

Jan    13-22  Ohio  State  Univ.  ,  Columbus .  .  .Dean  J.  F.  Cunningham. 

Jan.  23  -Feb .  1  -  Oh  i  q  Agrl .  Exp).  Sta.,  Wcostor.  .  .Director  Edmund  Secrest . 
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HEINEN  GOES  TO  IOWA 
AS  RADIO  DIRECTOR 


Ray  Heinen. . .who  did  radio  for  several  years  for  AAA 
and  later  PMA... just  came  by  to  say  his  farewells. 
He's  going  back  to  Iowa  as  program  director  on  the 
new  thousand -vat ter,  KSIB,  at  Creston.    Has  some 
pretty  ambitious  ideas  on  service  to  farm  public. 


-  8  - 


AMONG  OURSELVES 

URATE  SUBSCRIBERS 1  yesterday  comes  this  wire  (not  collect,  either)  from 

DEPARTMENT  William  Heinrich  Zipf ,  well-known  as  Asst.  Editor 

(Radio)  at  Ohio  State... end  some -what  notorious  as 
Chairman  of  the  k-TL  radio  committee  for  the  h-R  Club 
Congress  just  concluded  at  Chicago: 

"Demand  correction  EFD  Letter.    Actual  number  platters  produced  Club 
Congress  82  exclusive  approximately  50  wire  recordings  made  "by  individuals." 

Sorry,  Bill,  that  we  were  low  in  our  figures  on  your  Chicago  output.. 

-0O0- 

YOU'RE  STILL  INVITED  Let  us  repeat  that  you  still  are  invited  to  come  to 

TO  WASHINGTON  IN  SPRING       Washington  prohahly  Apr.  30 -May  1  for  that  Joint 

session  of  RFD's  and  Form  Paper  Editors.  Apparently 
one  or  two  of  the  hoys  carried  away  a  wrong  impression 
after  reading  (possibly  only  part)  of  the  piece  on  the  hack  page  of  our  Nov.  22 
RFD  Letter.    Wo  won't  add  to  confusion  by  repeating  the  misconception.    But  if 
anybody  else  had  any  doubts ,  re-read  that  piece,  especially  the  postscript. 
And,  again,  you're  still  invited. 

-0O0- 

RADIO  LEADS  AS  FARMER  At  Chicago  last  week,   "Les"  Schlup . . . in  charge  of 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION  information  for  Federal  Extension. .. cited  for  the 

county  agents'  session  a  study  made  by  Michigan  State 
College,  indicating  the'  relative  importance  that 

farmers  in  one  county  attached  to  sources  of  helpful  information  about  farming. 

This  is  the  story  in  terms  of  percentage  Of  farmers  interviewed: 

Telephone  calls  to  county  sge-nt  10$ 

Attendence  at  extension  demonstrations  26$  .  . 

Conversation  with  vo-ag  teachers  28$ 

Calls  at  county  agents '  of f ice---52$ 

Bulletins  from  College  61$ 

Local  newspapers  7?$ 

Neighbors ---82$ 
Farm  j ournal s  —  83  $ 
Radio  broadcasts  87$ 

"Les"  says  that  other  studies  also  point... as  this  one  does... to  the 
comparatively  high  effectiveness  of  radio,  the  press,  and  other  information 
methods  for  reaching  farm  people. 
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SPRING  PIG  INTENTIONS 
SHORT  OF  'W  GOAIS 


Today's  Pig  Crop  Report  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural. Economics  indicates  an  increase  of  a"bcut  6$ 
in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  '47 
. . .hut  with  an  average  (lC  year)  number  of  pigs 
saver  per  litter,  the  spring  pig  crop  would  he  only  ahout  Vfc  larger  than  '46. 
The  intentions  are  considerably  below  the  goals  set  for  the  'if 7  spring  pig  crop. 
The  goals  called  for  an  increase  of  13$  for  the  U.  S. ...12$  for  the  East  North 
Central  States,  and  17  for  the  West  North  Central. 
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U.S.  MAKES  PROPOSAI 
FOR  WORLD  FOOD  RELIEF 


Today,  the  U.  S.  Delegation  to  the  FAO  Preparatory 
Commission  here  in  Washington  proposed  a  way  to 
:    provide  food  for  relief  feeding  under  international 
'     commodity  agreements .     The  proposal  involves  a  kind 
of  stamp  plan  with  the  cost  shared  by  the  exporting  countries,  and  those 
receiving  the  food.    More  specifically,  it  provides  for  sale  of  excess  supplies 
below  the  commercial  market .. .provided  the  country  receiving  the  food  uses  it 
to  improve  diets  over  what  they  otherwise  would  be,  and  provided  it  is  carrying 
on  a  program  for  economic  improvement  so  that  it  eventually  would  be  a  customer  ' 
paying  full  price  for  food  imports.     The  proposal  calls  for  similar  arrangements 
on  a  temporary  basis  where  disasters  result  in  destruction  of  crops  and 
reserves.     In  disasters,  however,  the  food  either  might  be  sold  below  the 
market,  or  donated.  ' 
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WEED  CONFERENCE  GIVES  Lest  week  ( 11th -13th)  at  Des  Koines,  the  North 

RECOMMENDATIONS  ON  2-ifD         Central  Weed  Control  Conference ..  .with  nation- 
wide representation. . .arrived  at  recommendations 
ahout  use  of  the  new  chemical  2.4-D  in  control 

of  certain  important  weeds . 

2,h-D  For  Spring  Grains  --Most  important  conclusi  on  from  the  conference  was 
that  2.k-D  can  he  used  to  control  weeds  in  spring  grain.    Wild  mustard  (  8 
or  10  varieties)  causes  serious  losses  to  grain  growers  from  Maine  to  Washing- 
ton .  ...with  "biggest  losses  in  the  main  wheat  "belt,  and  in  Canada.     The  confer- 
ence agreed  that  a  weak  solution  of  2,k-D  kills  mustard. . .at  a  cost  of  $2  or 
$3  an  acre... and  may  save  $15  "to  $20  worth  of  grain  to  acre.     Special  sprayers 

"being  developed  with  one  developed  that  noves  at  8  m.p.h.,  spraying  a  strip 

40  feet  wide . 

Bindweed  Recommend  2,4-D  does  not  kill  with  one  application. . .hut  does  hold 

down. . .and  keeps  from  going  to  seed.     One  application  pays  in  crop  savings  

hut  several  needed  to  kill  weed. 

Weeds  in  Fence -rows ,  Ditches , ■ etc .  Recommend  to  control .possihly  ultimately 

eradicate .. .large  variety  of  hroad-leaf  weeds  and  bushy  plants  from  places  like 
irrigation  and  drainage  ditch  hanks .. .fence  n»ws ...  stony  places  where  can't 
plow,  etc.    Keeps  down  weeds  and  allows  growth  of  grass  cover. 

Weeds  in  Flax  and  Canning  Peas  These  crops  sensitive  to  2,4-D. ..so  for  weeds 

in  these  crops,  recommend  instead,  1  of  the  dinitro  sprays. 

Lawn  Weeds  Use  for  these  weeds  well  established  and  accepted. 

Whitetop,  Russian  Knapweed,  Leafy  Spurge  not  v$ry  effective  for  these  3  weeds. 

TVA  Airplane  Spraying  TVA  reported  development  of  airplane  sprayers  that  will 

put  on  as  little  l-g-  quarts  of  concentrated  solution  to  acre... and  get  on  evenly... 
and  do  good  job.    With  ground  sprayer,  would  take  100  to  200  gallons.  Means 
terrific  saving  in  water,  which  is  highly  important  item  in  West.     If  sprayer 
(now  used  for  weeds  along  dams  that  harbor  mosquitpes )  can  be  adapted  to  grain 
fields,  will  be  big  help  to  grain  growers. 

Conference  Members --and  Plans 


The  Des  Moines  conference  included  the  13  North central  States :  N.D. , 
S.D. ,  Minn. ,  Wise  ,  Nebr . ,  la.,  111.,  Kans . ,  Mo.,  Okla. ,  Ind. ,  Mich. ,  Ohio. 
Also,  adjacent  provinces  in  Canada.     In  addition,  weed  men  were  present  from 
many  other  States  over  the  country;  e.g.,  Calif.,  Oreg.,  La.,  Miss . ,  Fla. ,  N.Y. 
etc .  ....... 

A  similar  conference  for  the  11  Western  States  is  scheduled  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  Feb.   5-8.     And  there's  talk  of  a  similar  conference  in  the  East. 

'All  of  the  foregoing,  of  course,  is  for  reference.     Check  with  weed 
control  men  at  agricultural  colleges  for  your  local  stories. 
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BAB  TO  GET  DOPE  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  is  going 

ON  FARM  ACCIDENTS  to  take  a  sampling  of  accidental  injuries  and 

fatalities  on  the  farm.  .  .to  provide  the  "basis  for 
USDA's  campaign  against  farm  accidents.     The  data 
will  "be  collected  in  the  nation-wide  January  enumerative  survey  to  "be  conducted 
in  the  2  weeks  starting  Jan.  15 .     This  is  to  "be  the  first  of  4  quarterly  surveys 
in  '^7,  in  order  to  cover  seasonal  as  veil  as  year-round  accidents. 

While  we're  on  the  subject,  perhaps  some  of  you  might  like  to  do  a 
little  safety  campaigning  on  your  own.    Say,  interview  periodically  victims  cf 
accidents,  or  those  familiar  with  particular  accidents ...  on  how    the  accidents 
occurred,  and  why.     This  would  "be  to  provide  morals  for  prevention  of  future 
accidents./ 

-0O0- 

NO  SOAP?  BEEE TS  HOW  .    '  While  this  isn't  exactly  a  subject  for  EFD's,  there's 

TO  MAKE  YOUR  OWN  .so  much  interest  in  the  "no  soap"  question  that 

we're  passing  along  a  new  soap  recipe  from  USDA's 
home  economists.     One  distinctive  feature  of  the 
recipe  is  that  it  is  on  the  basis  of  a  "bar  of  soap  from  a  cupful  of  clean  waste 
fat.     The  recipe:     1  cup  clean  fat;  1  teaspoon  "borax,  if  desired;  5  teaspoons 
lye J  2  CUP  soft  water. 

Or,  to  make  9  pounds  of  soap:     6  lbs.  clean  fat  (about  13  cups)  ^  cup 
borax,  if  desired^  1  can  lye  (13  ounces);  2^  pints  of  soft  water. 

We'll  assume  for  the  moment  that  the  average  farm  woman  can  carry  on 
from  there.    But  the  home  economists  have  detailed  directions  on  how  to  proceed 
to  get  a  good  quality  product. 

-000- 
9-DAY  HOLIDAY  ON  FLORIDA       A  9-day  holiday  (Dec. 23 -Jan.  l)  is  in  effect  on 
CITRUS  SHIPMENTS  shipments  of  all  Florida  oranges,  grapefruit,  or 

tangerines .     The  aim  is  to  allow  the  market  to 
absorb  accumulated  holiday  supplies  before  additional 
shipments  are  brought  in  from  the  producing  areas.     This  holiday  is  authorized 
under  an  amendment  (Sept.  1,   lk6)  zo  the  Marketing  Agreement  and  Order  program 
for  Florida  citrus  fruits. 

The  record  crops  of  120  million  boxes  of  oranges,  5  million  boxes  of 
tangerines,  and  67  million  boxes  of  grapefruit  have  been  moving  to  market  in 
very  heavy  volume. 

V  .'  -  '':-'T^    -0O0-'  -  ■ 

MORSE  SALISBURY  JOINS  -  Our  erstwhile  Radio  Chief  and  Director  of  Informa- 

IEFC  STAFF  IN  WASHINGTON        tion  Morse  Salisbury  ic  back  on  the  Washington 

scene.,  this  time  as  assistant  to  Secretary -General 
D.  A.  Fitzgerald  of  the  International  Emergency 
Food  Council.     In  this  capacity,  Morse  will  look  out  for  the  Council's  information 
activities . 

(continued  on  next  page.) 


After  leaving  USDA,  Morse  did  a  tour  of  duty  as  information  director 
for  UNERA.  . . then  joined  the  Committee  on  Economic  Development  "but  was  farmed  out 
for  a  "brief  period  with  Chester  Davis'  Famine  Emergency  Committee  here.  Recently 
he  vent  to  New  York  -with  CED  hut  now  is  hack  with  HFC. 
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IOWA  POULTRY -EGG  PMA  reports  that  poultry  and  egg  market  information 

MARKET  DATA  AVAILABLE  covering  5  interior  areas  of  Iowa  is  now  availahlc 

from  the  Federal -State  Market  News  Office  at  Des 
Moines.     Information  on  supplies,  demand,  price 
trends,  and  detailed  quotations  on  prices  to  producers  are  now  availahle  semi- 
weekly. 
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1945-19J+6  PRICE  DATA  BAE  is  out  with  a  mimeo  on  "Season  Average  Prices  $ 

EOR  YOUR  REFERENCE  and  Value  of  Production" .for  principal  crops  for 

19^5  an<i  19^6  hy  States.    We'll  send  you  a  copy 

if  you'd  like  to  have  it. 


-0O0- 


FARM  TAX  RETURNS 
DUE  JANUARY  15 


Just  a  reminder  that  every  farmer  whose  gross 
income  during  19^-6  was  $500  or  more  must  file  an 
income  tax  return. .. even  though  he  doesn't  have  to 
pay  a  tax.     The  typical  farmer  has  two  choices  as 
He  may: 


to  the  filing  of  returns 

1.    File  a  return  and  pay  the  tax  due  hy  Jan.  1$,  or 


2.     File  an  estimate  of  the  tax  due  and  pay  this  estimated  tax  by 
Jan,  15... then  file  the  return  and  pay  any  "balance  due  Mar.  15. 


-0O0- 


FERTILIZER  DEMAND  In  spite  of  near-record  supplies  of  fertilizer  for 

EXCEEDS  SUPPLY  the  present  fiscal  year... and  more  than  double  pre-war 

supplies .. .farmers  would  like  considerably  more 
than  is  availahle.     The  pinch  comes  especially  on 

nitrogen  fertilizers. 


Slightly  larger  amounts  of  phosphates  and  potash  are  expected  to  he 
availahle  for  American  agriculture  during  the  current  fiscal  year  than  last 
year. 


Shortages  of  railroad  cars  and  other  set -hacks  have  kept  domestic 
production  of  fertilizer  "below  goals,  most  of  the  loss  in  production  is  "being 
home  hy  the  export  program  rather  than  hy  American  consumers . 


-0O0- 
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ANDERSON  ON  FAVORABLE  At  the  Ohio  State  Grange  meeting  at  Columbus  this  

BUSINESS  PROSPECTS  week- -(the  l8th) .  Secretary  Anderson  outlined  what 

he  regards  as  favorable  omens  for  economic  condi- 
tions ;.in  the  months  ahead.    After  refuting  what  he 

considers  erroneous  predictions'  of  a  depression,  the  Secretary  cited  differences 

in  the  situation  today  and  in  1919: 

Farmers  in  better  financial  position  than  after  World  I.    Net  farm 

income  this  year  expected  to  be  about  6C$  greater  than  1919  

liquid  assets  3  times  as  large.    Farmer  debts  down. ..with  real 
estate  mortgages  about  30$  lower  than- 1919.-  and  values  against  which 
they  are  made  have  been  steadily  rising..    To  sum  up:    farmers'  debts 
down  a  third. . .and  liquid  assets  3  times  as  great. ..as  after  World 
.War- I/>   •        -  ■  •  •  7     .  -  ■  -  .  ! 

-     The  Secretary  then  went  ahead  , to  say  that  there  are  fewer  people  on 
farms  to  -share  the  total  farm  income .".  .and  farmers  increased  production  this 
without  plowing,  up  marginal  lands  in  the  prairies.    Net  result  is.  farmers 
under  position.    He  then  added  that  perhaps  the  most  important  factor  in 
postwar  period  is  that  we  have  price  supports  for  the  main  farm  commodities 
running  through  19^8  or  '49.  'V  --•  • 


As  another  favorable  factor  the  Secretary  pointed  to  the  back-log  of 
demand  for  industrial  products,  and  cited  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics .     The  Bureau  estimated  that  Linder  moderately  favorable  conditions  of 
production  and'prices,  f  armers ...  would :        .  ~- 

-  -Spend  for  several  years  following  the  war  at  least  a  billion  dollars 
a  year  to  repair,  modernize,  and  erect  farm  "buildings; 

Buy  about  200,000  tractors  a  year  for  about  3  years  after  the  war; 

Spend  as  much  as  a  billion  for  new  cars  and  trucks... and  about  kOC 
million  for  household  equipment  and  furnishings; 

He  added  that  they  could  profitably  use  k  times  as  much,  commercial 
fertilizers  "before  the  war,,  and  twice  as  much  as  during  the  war. 

Along  with  his  comments  on  favorable  factors,  the  Secretary  stressed 
dangers  in  increasing  prices .. .said  "farmers  realize  that  prices  of _ their  own 
procucts  can  go  toe  high  for  their  own  gepd."    And  he  commended  milk  producers 
in  the  Washington,  D  C.  milkshed  who  petitioned  against  price  increases  for 
fluid  milk.    The  producers  "argued  that  if  fluid  milk  prices  advanced  further, 
consumption  of  their  product  would  be  reduced,  and  we  agreed." 


In  concluding  comments  on  talk  of  a  depression,  the  Secretary  said, 
"If  we  allow  fear  to  swing  the  economic  pendulum  further  than  it  would  other- 
wise go,  we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  Tke  prophet  Job  who  said,   'The  thing 


AMONG  OUESELVES 
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Tale  of  a  Turkey,  Alampi       They  gave  the  President  his  Christmas  turkey  last 
Beaty  —  at  White  House         Monday.     In  fact  they  gave  him  two  turkeys.,,  a 

gargantuan  k2  pound  Texas  Tom,  and  a  less  massive, 
but  prime  mate  from  Minnesota.     The  ceremony  of 
presentation  was  impressive  (to  say  the  least).     Secretaty  of  Agriculture 
Anderson  was  there,  as  was  Ealph  Janes  of  the  National  Turkey  Federation  and 
Homer  Huntingdon  of  the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board  (these  last  guys  dug  up 
the  "birds)  and  Phil  Alampi,  BFD  from  WJZ  who  had  a  chubby  finger  in  this 
particular . turkey  pie,  also  NABFD  President  Layne  Beaty.  who  couldn't  let 
anything  from  Texas  go  unattended.     It  was  an  inspired  group  that  entered 
the  hushed  room  hearing  the  live  gif ts .. .hoping  no  cues  would  he  missed  and 
no  eggs  laid  on  this  show.    But  ambition  extends  even  to  turkeys  when  anything 
of  a  presidental  nature  is  involved  and  with  a  mighty  heave  Texas  Tom  burst 
half  way  from  his  cell-  -a  coup  d'etat.     The  entire  delegation  including  the 
head  of  the  nation  rose  to  restrain  him.    However  it  is  generally  agreed, 
according  to  Mr.  Alampi,  that  it  was  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture's  firm  grasp 
of  the  gobbler's  gullet  that  finally  triumphed  and,  returned  the  bird  to 
confinement  ,  a  poltroon,  but  highly  palatable  poultry  for  the  presidential: 
platter. 


-0O0- 

BFD's  Holding  Down  Following  the  background  pisce  in  our  Nov.  15  BFD 

the  Nation's  Soil  Letter  about  the  work  of  the  Soil  Conservation 

Districts,  2  of  the  BFD's  came  along  with  accounts 
of  a  great  deal  of  enterprise  on  their  own  in  help- 
ing to  stake  down  would-be  roving  top  soil  on  farms  in  their  territory. 

Jim  Chapman ,  of  WTAM,  Cleveland,  tells  of  a  weekly  series  of  broad- 
casts with  district  supervisors ...  covering  "every  aspect  of  the  outline"  in 
our  piece. ..and  promises  a  fuller  report.    And  Tom  Page,  of  WIBX,  Utica,  N.Y. 
says  he  devotes  almost  a  whole  show  each  Thursday  to  soil  conservation. .. is 
convinced  that  saving  and  building  back  top  soil  "is  one  of  our  biggest 
obligations". . .and  wants  to  hear  what  other  stations  have  done  along  this  line. 

-oOc- 


Enclosures:  International  Farmers'  Proposal 
Bruce  on  World  Food  Plan. 
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Kenneth  M«  Gaoen 


WORLD  FOOD  PIAN  GRCUP         At  press  time,  this  is  the  best  dope  we  can  get  from 
:.ixvY  FINISH  LATE  JANUARY      the  FAQ  Preparatory  Commission  in  session  here  in 

Washington. ..  on  reeecraeniati ons  for  a  world  food  plan. 

Discussions  of  the  U.S. -hacked  commodity  agreement  approach  to  a  world 
food  plan  have  progressed  far  enough  to  indicate  that  the  conference  likely  will 
recommend  this  approach.    And  studies  of  individual  commodities  such  as  wheat  and 
cotton... in  the  light  of  this  approach. » .are  nearly  completed. 

The  idea  of  an  annual  council  on  war  Id  food  problems  and  national 
programs  in  connection  with  an  FaO  conference  is  pretty  well  accepted,  " 

India ' s.  proposal  for  a  system  of  regional  prices  which  might  be  lower 
in  some  parts  of  the  world. .  .followed  by  the  U.-  S.  propcs.al  (see  p.  1  of  last 
week's  RFD  Letter)  for  special  prices  for  supplemental  food  programs  for 
vulnerable  groups* * .apparently  will  extend  session  beyond  the  closing  date 
predicted  some  weeks  ago*;  ■  -■ 

Latest  indication  is  that  the  commission  will  completo  its  work  the 
week  of  January  21* 
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SCIENTIST  SEES  PROSPECTS      USDA  scientist  Dr.  Max  A.  McCall  points  to  prospects 
OF  MORE  CROP  HYBRIDS  of  developing  in  a  number  of  other  important  farm 

crops  the  hybrid  vigor  that  has  boosted  corn  yield 
by  15-20%  over  open-pollinated  varieties*  Producing 
hybrid  seed  corn  is  relatively  simple.     The  fact  that  the  silks  and  tassels  are 
widely  separated  from  each  other  permits  ready  detasseling  of  plants  that  pro- 
duce seed. 

With  most  other  crops,  the  flowers  carry  both  the  male  and  female 
elements. . .and  are  too  small  to  permit  removal  of  the  male  (or  pollen-bearing) 
structure.     However,  the  scientists  are  meeting  that  problem  by  taking 
advantage  of  such  peculiarities  as  male-sterile  or  self-sterile  plants.  They 
are  breeding  those  qualities  into  various  strains  for  use  as  female  parents  to 
produce  hybrid  seed  for  commercial  grovrers* 

Here  are  some  of  the  developments,  and  prospects,  to  date  in  producing 

hybrids : 

Onions  A  few  years  ago,  USDA  and  California  scientists  discovered  a  male-steril 

onion.     The  first  hybrid  onion  California  Hybrid  Red  No.  1  is  now  established 

in  several  areas  in  the  West., .and  is  yielding  25-50^  more  than  the  old  open- 
pollinated  varieties.  -  Even  more  important,  USDA  scientists  at  Beltsville,  Md. , 
have  bred  this  male  sterility  factor  into  other  varieties  and  types  of  onions. 
Ultimately,  growers  of  all  sorts  of  onions  may  be  able  to  get  hybrid  seed  and 
have  the  advantage  of  the  added  hybrid  vigor  in  the  crop. 

Alfalfa  Scientists  are  using  self-sterility  to  produce  alfalfa  hybrids  in 

much  the  same  way  as  they  developed  a  practical  hybrid  onion  for  commercial 
production. 

Tomatoes ,  Cucumbers ,  Squashes  Seeds  of  hubrids  having  real  hybrid  vigor  have 

appeared  on  the  market  recently.  '  -  ,. 

Grasses ,  Sorghums ,  Sugar  Beets  Discovery  of  a  number  -  of ,mal e-steri le  plants 

opens  up  possibilities  for  hybrids  in  these  crops. 

-oOo- 

LAND-GRANT  ASSOCIATION  At  its  recent  session  in  Chicago,  the  Land-Grant 

ELECTS  NEW  OFFICIALS  College  Association  elected  new  officials:  Pres., 

Dr.  R.  D.  Hetzel,  Pres..  ,  of  Penn  State. .  .Exec.  Sec- 
Treas.   (with  permanent  headquarters  in  Washington, 

D.  C.,)Dr.  Russell  I.  Thackrey,  who  was  dean  of  Administration,  at  Kansas  State, 

and  was  formerly  dean  of  journalism  there. 

The  chairman  of  the  new  executive  committee,  is  Dean  Thomas  P.  Cooper, 
College  of  Ag'ri  culture,  University  of  Kentucky.      .    .  ■• 
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THE  SCORE  TO  DATE  So  far,  3  crops  Irish  potatoes,  citrus  fruit,  and 

ON  3  SURPLUS  CROPS  onions  have  encountered  surplus  problems  in  this 

postv/ar  period.    Potatoes  come  in  for  compulsory 
price  support  under  the  Steagall  Amendment. « .citrus 
and  onions  'do  not.    This  is  the  story  on  these  3  crops  to  date: 

Potatoes- — Of  the  3  crops,  potatoes  have  been  most  in  the  public  eye.     The  '46 
crop  totaled  475  million  bushels • *. seme  90  .million  over  needs.     By  October, 
roughly  half  of  the  90  million  bushel  surplus  had  been  removed  from  regular 
trade  channels  and  diverted  to  other -than  normal  uses.     (That  is,  diverted  to 
distillation,  starch,  flour,  livestock  feed,  School  Lunch  program,  eto.). 
Many  of  the  potatoes  in  temporary  storage  (largely  in  the  Northeast  where  the 
surplus  is  greatest)  have  been  moving  during  the  last  3  months  into  livestock 
feed.     Despite  all  efforts,  several  million  bushels  will  find  no  practical  use. 

Citrus  The  '46  crop  set  an  all-time  record. . .with  120  million  boxes  of 

orangas  compared  with  78  million  in  '45. ..and  67  million  boxes  of  grapefruit 
compared  with  40  million  in  '45.  Citrus  processing  in  '46  is  running  4  times 
as  big  as  prewar.  But  loss  of  Armed  Service  markets,  and  lend-lease  outlets, 
leaves  the  industry  searching  for  practical  and  profitable  outlets.  To  date, 
greatest  effort  has  been  made  to  find  by-product  uses... such  as  pulp  and  peel 
for  livestock  feed,  pectin,  oils,  and  beverage  bases. 

Onions  The  '46  crop  was"  40,^  larger  than  '45.. .and  50%  larger  than  the  10-year 

average.    However,  carlot  shipments " this  year  have  been  below  last  year.  The 
crop  (of  excellent  quality)  stored  well.     During...  January ,  a  further  effort  will 
be  made  to  move  the  onions  still  in  storage.    Purchases  of  onions  have  been 
restricted  by  USDA  to  amounts  for  which-  it  could  readily  find  outlets. 

-oOo- 

'A  "WORD  ABOUT  LIVESTOCK  "Mike"  Rowell,  of  PMA,  offers  a  word  of  explanation 

MARKET  NEWS  HOLIDAYS  to  RFD's  about  the  closing  of  livestock  market  news 

'offices  on  certain  holidays. 

The  Pay  Act  of  1946  provides  that  double  time  be  paid  to  all  employees 
required  to  work  cn  legal,  holidays.,    Since  funds  provided  for  market  news  work 
are  not  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  regular  schedule  of  work. ..and  pay  double  time 
to  provide  service  on  holidays. . .the  Department  has' had  to  establish  a  policy  of 
closing  all  market  news  offices  oh' holidays.     This,  affects  the  livestock  industry 
in  particular.    Markets  for  some  agricultural  products  are  closed  on  all  holidays 
but  some  livestock  markets  are  open  for  business  ev.ery  holiday  during  the  year, 
except  perhaps  Christmas.    And  most  of  the  markets  in  the  Midwest  and  Southwest 
are  open  on  Labor  Day  and  Armistice  Day* 

PMA1  s  Livestock  Branch  recognizes.  .:. and -regrets.  ...the  inconvenience  to 
producsrs,  market  agencies,  and  RFD's.     But  there's  no  "out"  at  present^ 
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6  TEXAS  EXT  ENS  I  ON  ,  MEN         A  team  of  6  Extension  men  from  Texas' left  this  week  to 
HELP  ARABIAN  AGRICULTURE    aid  in  the  development  of  an  agricultural  program  for 
.  . •  Saudi  Arabia,     They  will  start  work  on  a  large  irri- 

, -  gated  project  about  50  miles  from  Riyadh,  the  capital 

city.  The  hope  is  to  launch  other  projects  later  that  may  offer  the  foundation 
for'a  national  agricultural  program,  and  a  Department,  of  Agriculture.  Chairman 
of  the  advisory  commission  is  K«  J.  Edwards,  . 

-oOo- 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  '46  Here  at  the  end  of  an  unusual  year  in  livestock 

LIVESTOCK  YEAR  marketing,  PMA  offers  us  highlights  of  the  year. 

First,  the  facts  on  Federally-inspected-  slaughters 

Cattle  and  calves  Expected  to  run  about  17  million  head. *, compared  with  2.5 

million  last  year,  ,  . ,  ? 

* 

Hogs — —About  45  million.., or  about  4  million  more  than  last  year. 

Work  stoppages,  in  packing  plants,  and  uncertainties  about  price 
policies,  disrupted  normal,  mark eting  patterns  and  brought  wide -price  fluctu- 
ations.   The  top  price  on  leads  of  slaughter  cattle  at  Chicago  reached  $37. »« 
and  hog  prices  reached  $27050.     But  those  prices  were  received  for  only  a 
relatively  small  number  of  animals,  and,  of  course,  prices  have  dropped 
considerably  in  recent  weeks© 
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7/ORLD         SOIL,  FERTILIZER  Contrary  to  what  Old  Mr,  Malthus  said,  TJSDA  soientist 

TO  MEET  *00D  STEEDS  IN  '60    Robert  M.  Salter*  thinks  the  world  has  the  soil... and 

the  fertilizer. . .to  feed  the  world  the  adequate  diet 
in  1960  as  conceived  by  EAO  in  its  "World  Food  Survey. 

And  if  you'll  check  that  (grey-covered)  survey  in  your  file,  you'll  note  that  FAC 
'is  thinking  in  terms  of  diets  immensely  superior  to  the  Malthusian  starvation 

levels • 

In  a  talk  prepared  for  the  American  association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  at  Boston,  Monday ,  Dec.  30  ,  Salter  -sayst 

"World  food  needs  in  1960  could  thus  be  met  for  all  classes  of  food 
except  .meat;  milk,  and  pulses  and  nuts >  by  production  increases  on  present  crop 
land  acreage, . -plus  the  production  of  i  billion  acres  of  tropical  :.oils,  if 
these  soils  were  used  as  intensively  and  for  the  same  classes  of  food  products 
as  the  cultivated  soils  of  the  Philippines  are  new  used.    We  could  have  more 
than  enough  cereals,  roots  and  tubers,  sugar,   fcts  and  oils,  and  fruits  and 
vegetables*     In  addition$  the  need  for  pulses  and  nuts  could  be  easily  met  or 
exceeded  by  shifting  some  of  the  production  of  coconuts  from  oil  to  edible 
nuts* 

"If  production  of  300  million  acres  of  North  Temperate  Zone  soils 
were  added  to  the  increase  from  the  present  crop  land,  and  used  as  intensively 
and  for  the  same  classes  of  food  products  as  the  cultivated  soils  of  Finland 
are  used,  the  world  food  needs  in  1960  would  be  met  for  cereals,  roots  and 
tubers,  sugar,  and  milk;  in  addition  the  need  for  fats  and  oils  would  be  very 
nearly  met ■> 11 

With  the  combined  increases  from  the  present,  and  potential,  crop 
land,  world  production  would  exceed  needs  "for  all  classes  of  food  except 
milk,  pulses  and  nuts... and  would  exceed  them  for  all  classes  if  a  portion 
of  the  production  of  coconuts  were  shifted  from  coconut  oil  to  edible  nuts* 
Production  of  cereals,  roots  and  tubers,  sugar,  fats  and  oils  would  be  far 
in  excess  of  amounts  needed." 

as  to  fertilizer,  nitrogen  supplies  are  limited  only  by  the  capacity 
of  nitrogen  fixation  plants*    For  potash  and  phosphate,  Salter  figured  on  the 
basis  of  a  high  rate  of  fertilizer  application  that  would  result  in  about  8 
times  the  present  consumption  of  phosphate* . .and  nearly  18  times  the  present 
consumption  of  potash.     Even  so,  "the  known  world  reserves  of  phosphate  would 
last  more  than  5,000  years,  and  the  knov/n  reserves  of  potash  500  years..  0. 
Doubtless  actual  reserves  exceed  known  reserves  greatly." 

♦Chief,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering  of 
Agricultural  Research  Administrationc 


-cOo- 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


-6- 


Radio  School  Schedule  The  Radi o  Service  and  Extension  will  be  cooperating 

for  Extension  Workers  with  the  States  in  a  series  of  radio  schools  for  ex- 

•    tension  workers  and  Department  field  workers  after 
the  first  of  the  year*  : 

The  schedule  of  schools  iss     Joe  Tonkin  at  Perm  State  College  Jan„  6-9 
to  address  the  annual  Extension  conference  and  hold  radio  clinics* en  Gapen, 
Joe,  and  Dana  Reynolds  will  take  part  in  a  session  with  the  Tri -State  radio  group 
at  Wheeling.  Wo  VaP  ,  JanP  *15-16«     Joe  will  .hold  another  ,Wa  Vas,  school  at 
Mt.  Hope  j  Jan»  20'-220    And  from  Jan*  26  to  Feb9  1,  Joe  is  slated  for  a  series  of 
district  Extension  radio  schools  in  Mass.«    He  '11  conduct  4  l~day  schools  in  Vte 
Feb.  '3-6.,  and  wind  up  in  Hartfcrd;  Con.i:,   for  a  1-day  school  on  Feb0  7.  The 
week  of  Feb.  JL7_,  Joe  will  hold  schools  in  Elacksburg  and  Richmond,  Va* 
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BAIL  EMBARGO  AND  AGE I  CULTURE  •  ' 

Dur  latest  word  is  that  the  rail-freight  emhargo  effective  Dec.  6-31  has 
little  direct  effect  on  agriculture  as  an  industry. 

The  railroads  are  still  carrying  all  .food  and,  f <^ed  f or  humans,  and  lin- 
stock, and  poultry.    With  the  exception  of  fertilizer,  the  railroads  also  are 
operating  without  restriction  in  moving  articles  needed  to  ^reduce  and  protect 
food.     That  is,  there  are  no  restrictions  on  items  such  as  insecticides/  <  . 

fungicides,  containers,  and  ice.  For  fertilizer  and  fertilizer  material,  permits 
are  required 


RESEARCH  AND  MARKETING  COMMITTEE  MEETS 

Here  in  Washington  this  week,  Secretary  Anderson  and  other  Department 
officials  got  together  for  the  first  time  with  the  recently -appointed  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  of  19^6.     This  Act, 
you  recall,' is  the  much -talked -about  one  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  11 -man  committee  of  prominent  agriculturists  and  research  men  concurred 
in  the  Secretary's  designation  of  E.A.  Meyer,  chief  of  PMA's  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Branch,  to  take  charge  of  developing  plans  and  programs.,  during  the 
preliminary  intensive  development  period.    Meyer  spent  20  years  with  a  food 
processing  company,  and  was  with  WPB  and  War  Food  during  the  war. 


Meyer's  job  is  help  set  up  various  committees  to  work  on  various- phases 
of  the  new  program. 

( continued  on  p$ge  2 . ) 
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Research  and  marketing  committee  meets  (continued  from  page  1.) 

On  the  question  of  possible  changes  in  USDA  organization  to  carry  out  this 
new,  "big  program,  the  Secretary  and  the  committee  concurred  that  he  should  see 
what  oould  he  done  under  the  present  organization.    And  when  the  Committee  meets 
again  in  February,  consideration  will  he  given  to  whether  USDA  needs  a  separate 
marketing  and  utilization  administration. 

The  #ct  authorized  funds,  starting  with  $9,500,000  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  and  increasing  to  $61,000,000  in  1950.    But  no  money  has  been  appropriated 
as  yet. 


FAQ  .COMMISSION  PROGRESS 

.This  week,  further  news  came  out  of  the  FA0  preparatory  commission  in  sessio; 
here  the  last  six  weeks  on  a  proposed  world  food  plan  to  deal  with  surpluses 
and  deficits. 

As  we  told  you  last  week,  the  U    S.  and  British'  delegations  made  statements 
saying  they  preferred  to  handle  price  stabilization  through  commodity  agreements , 
eventually  under  the  proposed  International  Irade  Organization,  rather  than 
through  Sir  John  Boyd-Orr's  proposed  World  Food  Board.     The  Food  Board  would 
be  a  kind  of  international  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  internationally 
managed  and  financed;  on  the  other  hand,  commodity  agreements  would  require  each 
nation  to  hold  and  finance  its  own  reserve  stocks,  but  within  a  coordinated 
scheme,  which  could  provide  for  relief  stocks. 

This  week,  S.  M.  Bruce,  chairman  of  FAO's  preparatory.,  commission  here  on 
world  food  plans,  said  that  Sir  John's  World  Food  Board  offered  one  promising 
way  to  stabilize  prices,  but  that  getting  jthe  job  done  is  more  important 
than  how  it  is  done 

Bruce  said  that  although  he  expects  the  Commission  will,  agree  with  the 
separate  (but  coordinated)  commodity  agreement  approach,  the  FA0  Preparatory 
Commission  still  has  important  work  to  do.    He  said  that  the  IT0  Preparatory 
Committee ,  meeting  recently  in  London,  dealt  with  such  constitutional  questions 
as  membership  and  voting  rights  in  setting  up  commodity  agreements-.     The  FA0 
Commission,  on  the  other  hand,  must  deal  with  the  contents  of  agreements  on 
cotton,  wheat,  and  so  on. 

Another  committee  of  the  FA0  Commission  here  in  Washington  is  considering 
ways  to  increase  agricultural  production  and  consumption,  especially  in 
■'undeveloped  countries.     The  Commission  will  have  to  consider  suggestions  as 
to  how  commodity  agreements  can  contribute  to  these  things ...  and  what  else  may 
need . to -be-  done  in  this  special  line  of  FAO's  work. 

CHANGES  IN  WORLD  FOOD  SITUATION 

World  food  prospects  got  slightly  worse  in  November." 
s  (continued  on  page  3») 
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Chan£e3  in  World  Food  Situation  (continued  from  page  2  ) 

In  a  report  Dec. 6.  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  said  that 
transportation  difficulties. . .especially  shipping  strikes  and  shortage  of  trans- 
portation facilities  in  Worth  America. . .have"  delayed  the  movement  of  food  crops  - 
from  surplus  to  deficit  areas.    Also;  the  coal  strike  now  threatens  further 
delays.    As  a  result,  the  food  supplies  in  some  importing  countries  are  low, 
and  the  exporting  countries  face  still  greater  difficulties  in  fulfilling  the  con- 
templated exports  of  food  products  during  '46-47. 

Although  the  European  food  situation  generally  ha.s  not  changed  much  in 
the  past  month,  the  outlook  for  the  rest  of  '46-47  is  precarious  in  those 
countries  that  depend  heavily  on  imports.     The  failure  to  get  expected  imports  of 
grain  in  the  first  part  of  the  season  has  caused  a  heavy  drain  on  local  supplies. 
Unless  the  curtailment  of  imports  can  he  made  good  in  the  coming  months,  present 
consumption  levels  in  many  countries  can  not  he  maintained. 

In  Britain,  "bread  rationing  was  not  discontinued  in  the  fall  months  as 
originally  planned;  and  current  wheat  stocks  are  at  an  ahnormally  low  level 
"because  of  reduced  home  wheat  harvest,  disappointing  rate  of  shipments  from 
America    and  the  need  to  divert  as  much  wheat  as  possihle  to  the  British  zone  in 
Germany . 

(See  enclosure  of  Nov.  29  on  U.  S.  grain  situation  and  actions,  and  FSC 
statue . ) 


DEADLINE  FOR  CROP  LOANS 

USDA  reminds  farmers  that  Dec.  31  is  the  closing  date  for  Government 

loans  on  wheat ,  oats ,  and  barley.     County  agricultural  conservation  committees  can 
furnish  the  facts  about  storage  requirements,  either  on  farms  or  in  approved 
warehouses ...  also  on  crop  loan  rates. 

Nationally,  loan  rates  for  '46  average  about  $1.4°  a  hu.  fcr  wheat  on  a 
farm  loan  basis,   .and    j>3^  I°r  oats.    Rates  on  barley  vary  from  78^  to  $1. 
by  specified  counties  and  States, 

Wheat  produced  in  *46  which  grades  U    S.  No    3  or  better... or  wheat  which 
grades  U.  S.  No.  4  or  No.  5  "because  of  test  weight  only...  is  eligible  for  loan. 

ATTENTION  RED'S  IN  NORTHEAST 

Will  you  help  us  warn  all  truckers  hauling  Christmas  trees  and  evergreens 
houghs  out  of  the  gypsy  moth  areas  in  New  England,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania 
to  get  their  loads  inspected  "before  they  leave  the  loading  areas  !  With  the 
rail  embargo  on.  a  lot  of  "new"  truckers  will  he  hauling  trees. men  who  don't 
know  the  inspection  regulations      If  they  leave  the  loading  areas  without 
inspection,  they'll  likely  he  picked  up  by  road  patrols  who  will  require  them 
to  back-track  to  the  inspection  stations. 

(continued  on  page  4  ) 


Attention  RFD's  in  Northeast  (continued  from  page  3.) 


The  chief  areas  from  which  trees  are  "being  trucked  are  Ludlow  and  Chester, 
Vermont . 

Truckers  hauling  from  other  points  in  the  gypsy  moth  zones  can  find  out  the 
location  of  other  inspection  centers  from  the  district  supervisors  of  the  Bureau 
of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  in  the  various  States .     These  supervisors 
keep  postoff ices  informed  of  their  whereabouts.     Or  they  can  contact  H.  N.  Bartley 
District  Superintendent, ,lkk  Moody  St.,  Waltham,  Mass... phone  WALTHAM  2188. 

The  purpose  of  all  of  this,  of  course,  is  to  help  prevent  spread  of  the 
destructive  gypsy  moth  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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Round  table  panel  discus- 
sion for  the  general  out- 
look for  1947  at  National 
C armors  Convention. 

Cotton  Crop  Insurance 
Sales  Program  for  19*+ 7- 


GARDEN  CONFERENCE  RECOMMENDATIONS  . 

Around  25O-3OO  delegates  attended  the  National  Garden  Conference  here  in 
Washington  this  week  (5th  and  6th). 

Following  a  round  of  talks  on  the  food  situation,  and  importance  of 
gardening,  "by  Secreatry  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Commerce  Harriman,  and  others.... 
the... and  general  discussion. .. 2  conference  committees  came  out  with  recommenda^ 
tions.  (continued  on  page  5.) 


Garden  Conference  Recommendations  (continued  from  page  k.) 

A  committee  on  plans  for  lh"J  advocated  home  gardening  as  a  "preparadeness" 
measure  for  war  and  other  emergencies.    And  it  suggested  that  home  gardens  and 
canning  are  good  for  commercial  producers  to  keep  their  standards  high.  It 
cited  a  USDA  survey  showing  that  urban  home  gardeners  actually  "bought  more 
vegetables  than  non-gardeners.     (The  foregoing  was  in  light  of  criticisms  at 
times  that  home  gardening  reduces  the  markets  of  commercial  producers.)  This 
committee  then  recommended  the  week  of  Feb.  2-8  as  Natl.  Garden  Planning  Week, 
and  June  9 -Ik  as  Natl.  Home  Food  P.eservation  Week.     It  also  recommended  that 
the  ±9k7  Natl'.  Garden  Conference  be  held  Nov.  2-8.     The  committee  also  recommence 
that  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education  encourage  garden  courses  in  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  throughout  the  country  in  '^7,  and  subsequent  years. 

The  second  committee  .  on  long  range  plans     .advocated  a  resolution  to  the 
President,  asking  for  a  permanent  advisory  commission  and  a  permanent  staff  to 
aid  in  planning  and  improvement  of  the  home,  its  grounds,  and  its  community. 

LAND  BOOM  TRENDS  (?)   (Bele-ase  Saturday  a.m.  Dec.  1^) 


In  the  quarterly  report,  "Current  Developments  in  the  Farm  Seal  Estate 
Market,"  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  this  to  say  about  the 
current  "boom  in  the  real  estate  market: 

"Probably  the  major  influences  that  have  tended  to  curb  the  strong  inflat- 
ionary pressures  and  prevent  more  rapid  increases  in  land  prices  have  stemmed 
from  an  attitude  of  caution  on  the  part  of  many  persons  who  are  aware  of  the 
possibilities  of  less  favorable  price  relationships  for  farmers  in  the  near 
future.     Production  costs  are  likely  to  remain  high  for  some  time  after  prices 
received  "by  farmers  have  fallen  substantially  below  the  high  current  levels 
with  a  prospective  adverse  effect  on  net  returns.     The  recent  break  in  corn, 
cotton,  and  tobacco  prices  had  apparently  introduced  an  element  of  caution 
among  some  potential  buyers  of  farms.     There  have  been  indications  cf  a  falling 
cff  in  interest  at  auction  sales  of  farms  in  several  Southern  States.  Increased 
buyer  resistance  to  the  currently  inflated  land  prices  in  parts  of  the  Corn 
Belt  also  has  been  reported. 

"Unless  further  general  inflationary  pressures  develop,  these  attitudes 
of  caution  and  hesitancy  regarding  land  purchases  may  be  among  the  first 
indications  that  the  peak  of  the  current  land  boom  is  near.    L  general  realiza- 
tion that  the  market  is  at,  or  near,  the  peak  may  bring  forth  an  increased 
number  of  prospective  sellers  with  hopes  of  selling  before  the  peak  has  been 
passed. " 


NOTE:     PLEASE  OBSERVE  RELEASE  DATS. 
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New  RFD  Officers 

As  wo  acknowledge  the  job  well  done  "by  the  outgoing  officers  of  the 
National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  for  19^6  (Pres.  Herb  Plambock, 
Vice  Pres.  Bill  Moshier,  and  Sec-Tres.  Layne  Beaty)  we  extend  our  very  "best 
wishes  to  the  new  president,  Layne  Beaty,  Vice-Pres.   "Chuck"  Worcester,  and 
Sec-Tres.  Homer  Martz,  who  will  lead  the  organization  during  the  coming  year 
The  new  officers  were  elected  at  the  RFD's  annual  convention  in  Chicago  last 
week . 


Chi  cagoperati  bits 

Joe  Tonkin  got  hack  this  morning  from  the  RFD  meetings  and  k-E  Club 
Congress  in  Chicago.    Ken  Garen  returns  to  the  Washington  fold  Monday.  Joe 
reports  that  Bill  Zipf's  Radio  Committee  (Zipf.  C.  W.  Jackson,  Betsy  Pitt, 
Tonkin)  were  instrumental  in  transcribing  over  50  interviews  with  k-E  boys 
and  girls  for  RFD's  and  individual  stations. 

Ken  will  have  his  own  comments  on  the  RFD  meeting  in  the  next  letter, 
hut  we  can't  help  mentioning  that  Jake  (Maine  Potato  on  a  Flat  Car)  Brof fee- 
gave  a  big  Maine  APPLE  to  each  RFD  at  the  meeting.    We  wonder,  is  this  a  con- 
cession to  New  York,  Ohio,  or  Idaho,  or  a  deliberate  attempt  to  incite  Bill 
Moshier  and.  the  hoys  from  the  state  of  Washington. 


Reuben  Brigham  Dies 

Reuben  Brigham.  59,  Assistant  Director  of  Extension  Work,  died  December  6 
at  Chicago,  where  he  had  planned  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  County  Agents.     Mr.  Brigham  was  a  native  of  Mass- 
achusetts, a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Maryland.    He  entered  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  1917  as  chief  of  the  Office  of  Visual  Instruction  and  Ed- 
itorial Work.     It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the  Extension  Service  Review  was 
started  in  1930  and  the  Extension  contributions  to  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour  broadcasts  were  developed  .   He  was  one  of  the  early  presidents  of  the 
American  fssociation  of  Agricultural  Editors,  and  in  recent  years  had  devoted 
a  large  part  of  his  time  to  developing  an  extension  program  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  rural  young  men  and  women. 


Enclosures : 

Anderson's  Statement  on  Sugar. 
Statemtnt  of  Grain  Situation 
Press  Conference  Report  on  FAO  Commission. 
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